Global Digital Task Force

meeting notes from August meeting at AAA

Present: 

-Dan Johnson, Acctg Historians Society, responsible for Accounting hall of Fame and has worked with library digital archives

-Yamaji ? from Japan, whose university has the larges collection of accounting data in Japan

-Dale from Ole Miss, which houses the AICPA library, and he has worked on building repositories

-Mikala from Rutgers University

-Shyam Sunder

-Kathy Casper and Beverly, the support people from AAA assigned to project

-guy from EAA

Purpose of task force:

-not to construct digital materials, but to identify, collect, categorize and disseminate it. i.e., to facilitate access to support research across cultures, times, and perspectives.  We hope to spur research in the way that CRSP and Compustat did.

-want to gather accounting literature, accounting records under a single portal that will hopefully be searchable.  Might eventually include videos, pictures, C spand hearings, videos of plenary sessions.

Desirable features
-keyword searchable

-single portal

-partner with university libraries

-see through PDF files

Questions, issues
-should this be interdisciplinary? (Gary says no). Is this an opportunity to enlarge accounting research (I’m thinking about Hopwood’s and Demski’s plenary addresses here, that among other things says that accounting research is too narrow, too incremental, not being used by other disciplines).  

-might need to tie in with the Intellectual Property Task Force

-related to first point, how do we decide (and should we decide) what gets to be put in?  Should we be gatekeepers?

-copyright problems; can we provide open access? For now, we will only be putting up stuff that has no copyright, eg. stuff from pre-1924. 

-are copyrights international?

-how to get the word out

-may be able to partner with google scholar for search capabilities

-apparently University of Nantes has something  going on too. 

-how to identify stuff now, and on an ongoing basis.  Can users add stuff in?  should we screen what is being added?  How would new stuff become searchable?

-handling multiple languages: can we piggyback in a translation engine

First steps

-put up a developmental site, prototype portal

-work on getting the word out to identify materials

For me to do:

-look at U of M’s new digital access.  I think these guys have all seen a similar model, but look to see if there’s anything particular unique about ours

-find some digital sources.  Talk to Gary Spraakman, See if we can get ED responses from CICA, maybe disciplinary action stuff

-include a mention about this in President’s address, newsletter.  See what Tracy is sending out. 

-see www.olemiss.edu for their digital accounting collection

-see how Jump works in terms of people adding stuff in “organic” site

